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cold baths, 68° to 86° F., in severe cases, 7.33 per cent. These to be 
considered in connection with Brand’s method, 9.92 per cent, mortality. 
The authors admit that the method which is apparently gaining ground 
is that of Brand, due largely to the enthusiasm of its adepts, its ap¬ 
parent simplicity, its inflexible rules which relieve the practitioner of all 
investigation as to indication in obliging him to follow a route which is 
mathematically worked out. It is fair to recognize its success in severe 
and malignant cases, for which it should he exclusively reserved. With 
this chapter, a monograph in itself, we place the book upon our shelves 
conveniently for reference. The boundaries of medicine have so rapidly 
widened, the field has been so thoroughly tilled that no single bram can 
adequately present nor one book contain its well-proved facts, vve trust 
that the succeeding volumes, with their numerous contributors, will 
maintain the high scientific standard, show the same conciseness, and 
aim to satisfy the necessities of the advanced physician as does this. 


Diseases of Infancv and Childhood. By L. Emmett Holt, M.D. 

Svo., pp. 1117. New York: Appleton & Co., 1897. 

One of the most striking of the many happy qualities of Dr. Holt’s 
book is its completeness; another is its originality; and, perhaps equally 
prominent with cither, is the care shown in its composition. The author 
has been a number of years in the actual construction of the volume, and 
has been peculiarly well fitted for histask by the most favorable oppor- 
tunities for extended experience in the study of the diseases of children, 
both on the living subject and at the post-mortem table. _ If we add to 
these advantages a certain methodical quality of mind, with faculties of 
analysis and judgment and a knowledge of the needs of the student, we 
find all the chief requirements for the production of a successful book. 
That the work is an excellent one, even a superficial glance shows, and 
careful reading of it adds to one’s good opinion. The presswork is good, 
the illustrations as numerous as the requirements demand, among them 
being a number of colored plates. 

Looking more particularly into the subject-matter of the volume, we 
find it difficult to pick out any subject for special praise as compared 
with others. Perhaps most noteworthy is the section on feeding of 
infants, which is an elaborate study, with special emphasis upon the 
modifications of milk to produce definite percentages of the normal 
constituents. This section will be found invaluable by physicians wish¬ 
ing to practise home modification of milk in a thoroughly scientific 
manner. . . 

Useful, too, and eminently practical, are the introductory remarks on 
the hygiene and care of children, on _ growth and development of the 
body, and on peculiarities of disease in children. The section on the 
diseases of the digestive system is very satisfactory. It contains, among 
other matters, a series of illustrations showing the size of the stomach 
at different ages, with useful remarks on the physiology of digestion in 
infancy. We note with especial pleasure a very satisfactory article upon 
• cyclic vomiting, regarding which little or nothing is to be found in most 
text-books. The remarks on “ acute gastro-enteric infection, as the 
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author designates summer diarrhoea and allied forms, are thoroughly up 
to date. The photographs and drawings in the article on colitis and ileo¬ 
colitis are exceedingly fine. The article on stomatitis leaves one some¬ 
what in doubt regarding the nosological position of some of the instances 
of house epidemics of an ulcerative disease of the mouth which are occa¬ 
sionally seen. We note also the statement, with which certainly all 
writers are not in accord, that quinsy is always a unilateral disease. 

In the chapter on respiratory affections we observe with particular 
pleasure the beautiful photo-micrographs of pneumonia of different 
forms. The article upon this disease is very complete. • 

. Diseases of the circulatory apparatus open with one of the clearest 
descriptions of congenital cardiac lesions and their symptoms with which 
we are acquainted. 

To review at length the remaining sections of the volume would serve 
no good purpose. We may merely mention in passing the very useful 
general remarks on the character, qualify, and method of collecting 
urine in infancy, and on some of the minor affections of the urinary 
apparatus often neglected by writers; the articles on convulsions,men¬ 
ingitis, cerebral tumor, and adenitis; and the section on infectious dis¬ 
eases, particularly upon diphtheria. We fail to find any mention of 
the family form of spastic paraplegia, either of the cerebral or spinal 
type, and we regret to see anterior poliomyelitis called “infantile spinal 
paralysis,” as this seems a step backward in exactness of nomenclature. 
Glandular fever is not spoken of—perhaps intentionally. The term 
“anginose” is omitted in writing of the form of scarlet fever usually 
described under tins title. Erythema exudativa (on page 815) should, 
of course, read erythema exudativum. 

Yet these criticisms are merely upon secondary matters. As to the 
work as a whole, it is a sincere pleasure to possess it, to read it, and to 
realize that it is such a credit to American medical book-making. 

J.P.C.G. 


Mitteilungen aus den Grenzebieten der Medizin und Chirurgie. 
Redigiert von J. Mikulicz (Breslau) and B. Naunyn (Strasburg). Erster 
Band. Drittes Heft. Jena: Vcriag von Gustav Fischer, 1896. 
Contributions from the Borderland of Medicine and Surgery. By 
J. Mikulicz and B. Naunyn 

Not long since (American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 
April, 1897), we noticed one part of the first volume of this excellent 
work. Another part reaches us now with ten contributions instead of a 
single one. We can only give a few notes of some of the more important. 

The first paper is by Bandler, on The Influence of Chloroform and 
Ether on the Liver. He reports the case of a man who was operated 
on for hernia, the operation lasting an hour, chloroform being used as 
the anaesthetic, and no iodide or bichloride being used. On the day 
after the operation he developed jaundice, and on the fourth day died 
soporose. The post-mortem examination disclosed the fact that he died 
with acute yellow atrophy of the liver, together with a fatty heart and 
chronic Bright’s disease. Bacteriological infection was excluded at the 
post-mortem; no other cause apparently existed, therefore, except the 
chloroform. 



